
Genesis 20:1-3 

ין שׁ֑וּר וַיָּ֖ גָר  1 שׁ וּבֵ֣ גֶב וַיֵּ֥שֶׁב בֵּין־קָדֵ֖ רְצָה הַנֶּ֔ ם אַבְרָהָם֙ אַ֣ ע מִשָּׁ֤ וַיִּסַּ֨
ר׃  לֶךְ֙  2בִּגְרָֽ ח אֲבִימֶ֙ וא וַיִּשְׁלַ֗ תִי הִ֑ ה אִשְׁתּ֖וֹ אֲחֹ֣ ם אֶל־שָׂרָ֥ אמֶר אַבְרָהָ֛ ֹ֧ וַיּ

ה׃  ח אֶת־שָׂרָֽ ר וַיִּקַּ֖ לֶךְ גְּרָ֔ א אֱ 3מֶ֣ ֹ֧ יְלָה וַיָּב לֶךְ בַּחֲל֣וֹם הַלָּ֑ ים אֶל־אֲבִימֶ֖ לֹהִ֛
עַל׃ לַת בָּֽ וא בְּעֻ֥ חְתָּ וְהִ֖ ה אֲשֶׁר־לָקַ֔ אמֶר ל֗וֹ הִנְּךָ֥ מֵת֙ עַל־הָאִשָּׁ֣ ֹ֣  וַיּ

Vocabulary 
Verse 1 
 ”verb (Qal waw-consecutive imperfect 3ms): “depart, leave  נסע 

 ”name: “Negev (southern desert)  נגב 

 ”name: “Kadesh  קדשׁ 

 ”name: “Shur  שׁור 

 ”verb: “sojourn  גור 

 ”name: “Gerar  גרר 
Verse 2 
 ”name: “Sarah  שרֹה 

 ”name: “Abimelech  אבימלך 

 ”name: “Gerar  גרר 
Verse 3 
 ”noun: “dream  חלום 

  verb (Qal passive particle fs): “marry” (BDB, 127)  בעל 
Syntax & Misc. 

Verse 1 
• Sentence Typology 1 (גֶב רְצָה הַנֶּ֔ ם אַבְרָהָם֙ אַ֣ ע מִשָּׁ֤  V-M-S-M :(וַיִּסַּ֨

o The verb, נסע, connotes the pulling up of tent pegs or departing on a 
journey. 

o The first noun of the final construct phrase, רְצָה  is marked with a ,אַ֣
directive he suffix denoting the destination/goal of the journey (GKC 90c). 

o The word, נגב, can indicate the cardinal direction or designate a particular 
southern region.  In this context, the latter is specified. 

• Sentence Typology 2 ( שׁ וּבֵ֣ ין שׁ֑וּרוַיֵּ֥שֶׁב בֵּין־קָדֵ֖ ): V-M 

o The sequencing of בֵּין ... וּבֵין indicates proximity “between … and …” 

• Sentence Typology 3 (ר  V-M :(וַיָּ֖ גָר בִּגְרָֽ
o Notice the word play (aural similarity). 

Verse 2 
• Sentence Typology 1 (וא תִי הִ֑ ה אִשְׁתּ֖וֹ אֲחֹ֣ ם אֶל־שָׂרָ֥ אמֶר אַבְרָהָ֛ ֹ֧  V-S-IO-O :(וַיּ
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o The appellation, ֹאִשְׁתּו, is in apposition to the proper name, שׁרה. 
o The object is direct speech. 

• Embeded Typology 1 (וא תִי הִ֑  P-S :(אֲחֹ֣

o The particle, הִוא, is pointed as a 3fs pronoun; the perpetual Kethib Qere 

reads הִיא and not הוּא. 

• Sentence Typology 2 (ר לֶךְ גְּרָ֔ לֶךְ֙ מֶ֣ ח אֲבִימֶ֙  V-S :(וַיִּשְׁלַ֗

o The construct phrase, ר לֶךְ גְּרָ֔  ,is appositional to the proper name ,מֶ֣

לֶךְ֙  .אֲבִימֶ֙

• Sentence Typology 3 ( ח אֶת־שָׂרָֽ הוַיִּקַּ֖ ): V-O 

o The verb, לקח, indicates taking into his house/harem. 
Verse 3 

• Sentence Typology 1 (יְלָה לֶךְ בַּחֲל֣וֹם הַלָּ֑ ים אֶל־אֲבִימֶ֖ א אֱלֹהִ֛ ֹ֧  V-S-O-M :(וַיָּב

o The article functions as a demonstrative, הלילה “that night.” 

• Sentence Typology 2 ( אמֶר ֹ֣ לַת וַיּ וא בְּעֻ֥ חְתָּ וְהִ֖ ה אֲשֶׁר־לָקַ֔  ל֗וֹ הִנְּךָ֥ מֵת֙ עַל־הָאִשָּׁ֣
עַל  V-IO-O :(בָּֽ

o The object is direct speech. 
• Embedded Typology 1 (ָּחְת ה אֲשֶׁר־לָקַ֔  S-V-M :(הִנְּךָ֥ מֵת֙ עַל־הָאִשָּׁ֣

o The a pronominal suffix attached to the particle הנה functioning as the 
subject of the clause can be used with a participle to denote future 
time/events, so-called futurum instans (GKC 116p). 

o The preposition, עַל, is functioning as a causal, “because.” 

• Embedded Typology 2 (ָּחְת  O-V :(אֲשֶׁר־לָקַ֔

• Embedded Typology 3 (עַל לַת בָּֽ וא בְּעֻ֥   :(וְהִ֖

o See note on הִיא in verse 2. 
o The passive particle is used in a periphrastic construct—“was married.” 
o The term, בָּעַל, is used of “husband.” 
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ג׃  יק תַּהֲרֹֽ י הֲג֥וֹי גַּם־צַדִּ֖ ר אֲדנָֹ֕ יהָ וַיּאֹמַ֕ ב אֵלֶ֑ א קָרַ֖ ֹ֥ לֶךְ ל א  5וַאֲבִימֶ֕ ֹ֨ הֲל
י  י ה֑וּא בְּתָם־לְבָבִ֛ ה אָחִ֣ מְרָ֖ וא אָֽ יא־גַם־הִ֥ וא וְהִֽ תִי הִ֔ מַר־לִי֙ אֲחֹ֣ ה֤וּא אָֽ

את׃  ֹֽ יתִי ז י עָשִׂ֥ ן כַּפַּ֖ אֱלֹ 6וּבְנִקְיֹ֥ יו הָֽ י וַיּאֹמֶר֩ אֵלָ֨ ים בַּחֲלֹ֗ם גַּ֣ם אָנֹכִ֤ הִ֜
י  י אֽוֹתְךָ֖ מֵחֲטוֹ־לִ֑ ךְ גַּם־אָנֹכִ֛ את וָאֶחְשֹׂ֧ ֹ֔ יתָ זּ י בְתָם־לְבָבְךָ֙ עָשִׂ֣ עְתִּי֙ כִּ֤ יָדַ֙

יהָ׃  עַ אֵלֶֽ יךָ לִנְגֹּ֥ ן לאֹ־נְתַתִּ֖ יא  7עַל־כֵּ֥ י־נָבִ֣ שֶׁת־הָאִישׁ֙ כִּֽ ב אֵֽ ה הָשֵׁ֤ וְעַתָּ֗
ל בַּֽ ה ה֔וּא וְיִתְפַּלֵּ֥ ע כִּי־מ֣וֹת תָּמ֔וּת אַתָּ֖ יב דַּ֚ ינְךָ֣ מֵשִׁ֗ חְיֵה֑ וְאִם־אֵֽ עַדְךָ֖ וֶֽ
ךְ׃  וְכָל־אֲשֶׁר־לָֽ

Vocabulary 
Verse 4 
 ”name: “Abimelech  אבימלך 

 ”verb (Qal imperfect 2ms): “kill  הרג 
Verse 5 
 integrity” (BDB, 1070)“  תם 

 innocency” (BDB, 667)“  נקיון 

 ”noun: “hand  כף 
Verse 6 
 ”noun: “dream  חלום 

 integrity” (BDB, 1070)“  תם 

 verb (Qal imperfect 1cs): “withhold” (BDB, 362)  חשךֹ 

 ”sin“ :(preposition מִן Qal infinitive construct with) verb  חטא 

 ”therefore“  על־כן 

 ”verb: “touch  נגע 
Verse 7 
 ”verb (Hithpael waw-consecutive imperfect 3ms): “pray  פלל 

 ”preposition: “for, on behalf of  בעד 
Syntax & Misc. 

Verse 4 
• Sentence Typology 1 (ָיה ב אֵלֶ֑ א קָרַ֖ ֹ֥ לֶךְ ל  S-V-O :(וַאֲבִימֶ֕

o The waw + nonverb construction marks a disjunctive. 
o The Qal perfect verb functions as a pluperfect קָרַב “had come” (GKC 

142a). 
• Sentence Typology 2 (ג יק תַּהֲרֹֽ י הֲג֥וֹי גַּם־צַדִּ֖ ר אֲדנָֹ֕  V-S-O :(וַיּאֹמַ֕

o The object is direct speech. 
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• Embedded Typology 1 (ג יק תַּהֲרֹֽ  O-M-V :(הֲג֥וֹי גַּם־צַדִּ֖

o The initial prefixed ֲה is an interrogative he. 
Verse 5 

• Sentence Typology 1 (וא תִי הִ֔ מַר־לִי֙ אֲחֹ֣ א ה֤וּא אָֽ ֹ֨  S-V-IO-O :(הֲל

o The initial prefixed ֲה is an interrogative he. 
o The object is direct speech. 

• Embedded Typology 1 (וא תִי הִ֔  P-S :(אֲחֹ֣

o The Kethib Qere perpetuum is read as הִיא (GKC 32l). 

• Sentence Typology 2 (י ה֑וּא ה אָחִ֣ מְרָ֖ וא אָֽ יא־גַם־הִ֥  S-V-O :(וְהִֽ

o The closeness of הִיא and הִיא (cf. Genesis 38:25; Numbers 5:13, 14) 
should be noted (GKC 32l). 

o The repetition is used as a reflexive—“herself.” 
o This report of her speech was not relayed in the previous account. 

• Embedded Typology 1 (י ה֑וּא  P-S :(אָחִ֣
o This phrase is distinguished consonantally from the last embedded clause 

only by the addition of a ת (אחתי vs. אחי), because of the plene spelling 

of אחות “sister.” 

• Sentence Typology 3 ( אתבְּ ֹֽ יתִי ז י עָשִׂ֥ ן כַּפַּ֖ י וּבְנִקְיֹ֥ תָם־לְבָבִ֛ ): M-V-O 
o The modifying phrase is compound. 

Verse 6 
• Sentence Typology 1 ( י עְתִּי֙ כִּ֤ י יָדַ֙ ים בַּחֲלֹ֗ם גַּ֣ם אָנֹכִ֤ אֱלֹהִ֜ יו הָֽ וַיּאֹמֶר֩ אֵלָ֨

ךְ גַּם־אָנֹכִ֛ את וָאֶחְשֹׂ֧ ֹ֔ יתָ זּ יךָ בְתָם־לְבָבְךָ֙ עָשִׂ֣ ן לאֹ־נְתַתִּ֖ י עַל־כֵּ֥ י אֽוֹתְךָ֖ מֵחֲטוֹ־לִ֑
יהָ עַ אֵלֶֽ  V-IO-S-M-O :(לִנְגֹּ֥

o The designation of ים אֱלֹהִ֜  is interesting as God is (אלהים not merely) הָֽ
speaking to a foreigner. 

o The prepositional phrase, בַּחֲלֹ֗ם, elicits the instrument through which God 
used to speak to Abimelech. 

o The object is direct speech. 
• Embedded Typology 1 ( עְתִּי֙ י יָדַ֙  M-S-V :(גַּ֣ם אָנֹכִ֤

• Embedded Typology 2 (את ֹ֔ יתָ זּ י בְתָם־לְבָבְךָ֙ עָשִׂ֣  M-V-O :(כִּ֤

• Embedded Typology 3 ( י אֽוֹתְךָ֖ מֵחֲטוֹ־ ךְ גַּם־אָנֹכִ֛ יוָאֶחְשֹׂ֧ לִ֑ ): V-S-O-M 
o The infinitive construct is functioning as a participle, “from sinning.” 
o See GKC 75qq (note n) for an explanation of the final waw of the infinitive 
 .מחטו

o The lamed preposition is adversative “against.” 
• Embedded Typology 5 ( ן לאֹ־נְתַ יהָעַל־כֵּ֥ עַ אֵלֶֽ יךָ לִנְגֹּ֥ תִּ֖ ): V-O-M 
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o נתן with an accusative of person means to permit or allow someone to do 
something (GKC 114m). 

o The modifier is an infinitival clause. 
• Embedded Typology 6 (ָיה עַ אֵלֶֽ  V-O :(לִנְגֹּ֥

Verse 7 
• Sentence Typology 1 ( ה  שֶׁת־הָאִישׁ֙וְעַתָּ֗ ב אֵֽ הָשֵׁ֤ ): V-O 

o The verb השׁב is a Hiphil imperative from the root, שׁוב. 

• Sentence Typology 2 (יא ה֔וּא י־נָבִ֣  P-S :(כִּֽ

o This clause connects with the following clause to understand the כִּי. 

• Sentence Typology 3 (ָ֖עַדְך ל בַּֽ  V-M :(וְיִתְפַּלֵּ֥

• Sentence Typology 4 (֑חְיֵה  V :(וֶֽ

o For more on the form of חיה with prefixed syllables see GKC 63q. 

o The function of the imperative, ֑חְיֵה  is describing certainty or intention ,וֶֽ
(GKC 110i). 

• Sentence Typology 5 (יב ינְךָ֣ מֵשִׁ֗  V-S :(וְאִם־אֵֽ

o The circumstantial clause begins with the particle אין functioning 
periphrastically with the Hiphil participle (GKC 159v). 

o The 2ms suffix functions as the subject. 
• Sentence Typology 6 ( ע  ךְדַּ֚ ה וְכָל־אֲשֶׁר־לָֽ כִּי־מ֣וֹת תָּמ֔וּת אַתָּ֖ ): V-O 

o The apodosis is asyndetic (not marked by waw). 
o The particle, כִּי, is functioning as a relative “that.” 

• Sentence Typology 1 (ְך ה וְכָל־אֲשֶׁר־לָֽ  M-V-S :(כִּי־מ֣וֹת תָּמ֔וּת אַתָּ֖
o The sequencing of an infinitive absolute and finite verb with the same root 

is used to heighten or emphasis the verbal idea—“surely you will die.” 
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ים  ר אֶת־כָּל־הַדְּבָרִ֥ יו וַיְדַבֵּ֛ קֶר וַיִּקְרָא֙ לְכָל־עֲבָדָ֔ לֶךְ בַּבֹּ֗ ם אֲבִימֶ֜ וַיַּשְׁכֵּ֨
ד׃  ים מְאֹֽ ירְא֥וּ הָאֲנָשִׁ֖ ם וַיִּֽ לֶּה בְּאָזְנֵיהֶ֑ ם  9הָאֵ֖ לֶךְ לְאַבְרָהָ֗ א אֲבִימֶ֜ וַיִּקְרָ֨
אתִי ה־חָטָ֣ נוּ֙ וּמֶֽ יתָ לָּ֙ ה־עָשִׂ֤ אמֶר ל֜וֹ מֶֽ ֹ֨ י וַיּ אתָ עָלַ֛ י־הֵבֵ֧ ךְ כִּֽ  לָ֔

י׃  יתָ עִמָּדִֽ ר לאֹ־יֵֽעָשׂ֔וּ עָשִׂ֖ ה מַעֲשִׂים֙ אֲשֶׁ֣ ה גְדלָֹ֑ י חֲטָאָ֣  וְעַל־מַמְלַכְתִּ֖
Vocabulary 

Verse 8 
 ”verb (Hiphil waw-consecutive imperfect 3ms): “rise early  שׁכם 

 ”name: “Abimelech  אבימלך 
Verse 9 
החטא    noun: “sin” 

Syntax & Misc. 
Verse 8 

• Sentence Typology 1 (קֶר לֶךְ בַּבֹּ֗ ם אֲבִימֶ֜  V-S-M :(וַיַּשְׁכֵּ֨

• Sentence Typology 2 (יו  V-O :(וַיִּקְרָא֙ לְכָל־עֲבָדָ֔
o The subject continues from the previous clause. 
o קרא sequenced with ל oft indicates a request for service from a servant 

(cf. 2 Kings 4:36; Job 19:16).  
• Sentence Typology 3 (ם לֶּה בְּאָזְנֵיהֶ֑ ים הָאֵ֖ ר אֶת־כָּל־הַדְּבָרִ֥  V-O-M :(וַיְדַבֵּ֛

o The demonstrative, אלה, modifies the preceding noun as an adjective 
agreeing in gender, number and definiteness. 

• Sentence Typology 4 (ד ים מְאֹֽ ירְא֥וּ הָאֲנָשִׁ֖  V-S-M :(וַיִּֽ
o The final clause shifts subjects to the ones previously spoken to. 

Verse 9 
• Sentence Typology 1 (ם לֶךְ לְאַבְרָהָ֗ א אֲבִימֶ֜  V-S-IO-[O] :(וַיִּקְרָ֨

o The object is found in the second clause. 
• Sentence Typology 1 ( י אתָ עָלַ֛ י־הֵבֵ֧ ךְ כִּֽ אתִי לָ֔ ה־חָטָ֣ נוּ֙ וּמֶֽ יתָ לָּ֙ ה־עָשִׂ֤ אמֶר ל֜וֹ מֶֽ ֹ֨ וַיּ
י יתָ עִמָּדִֽ ר לאֹ־יֵֽעָשׂ֔וּ עָשִׂ֖ ה מַעֲשִׂים֙ אֲשֶׁ֣ ה גְדלָֹ֑ י חֲטָאָ֣  V-IO-O :(וְעַל־מַמְלַכְתִּ֖

o The object is direct speech. 
• Embedded Typology 1 ( י ה־עָשִׂ֤ נוּ֙מֶֽ תָ לָּ֙ ): O-V-M 

o The particle מה could indicate an interrogative, “What have you done to 
us?”, or exclamation, “Oh what you have done to us!” (GKC 148b). 

• Embedded Typology 2 (ְך אתִי לָ֔ ה־חָטָ֣  O-V-M :(וּמֶֽ

• Embedded Typology 3 ( י וְעַ אתָ עָלַ֛ י־הֵבֵ֧ הכִּֽ ה גְדלָֹ֑ י חֲטָאָ֣ ל־מַמְלַכְתִּ֖ ): V-M-O 

o The causative (Hiphil) stem of בוא means to “cause to come” or “bring.” 

• Embedded Typology 4 (י יתָ עִמָּדִֽ ר לאֹ־יֵֽעָשׂ֔וּ עָשִׂ֖  O-V-M :(מַעֲשִׂים֙ אֲשֶׁ֣
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o The asyndetic clause further explains the חטאה גדלה “great sin” of the 
previous clause. 

o The Niphal imperfect of ֹעשה is functioning as a jussive. 

• Embedded Typology 5 (ּר לאֹ־יֵֽעָשׂ֔ו  O-V :(אֲשֶׁ֣
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ה׃  ר הַזֶּֽ יתָ אֶת־הַדָּבָ֥ י עָשִׂ֖ יתָ כִּ֥ ה רָאִ֔ ם מָ֣ לֶךְ אֶל־אַבְרָהָ֑ אמֶר אֲבִימֶ֖ ֹ֥ וַיּ
ים בַּמָּק֖וֹם הַזֶּ֑ה  11 ת אֱלֹהִ֔ ק אֵין־יִרְאַ֣ רְתִּי רַ֚ י אָמַ֗ ם כִּ֣ אמֶר֙ אַבְרָהָ֔ ֹ֙ וַיּ

י׃  ר אִשְׁתִּֽ י בַת־אָ 12וַהֲרָג֖וּנִי עַל־דְּבַ֥ ה אֲחֹתִ֤ א וְגַם־אָמְנָ֗ ֹ֣ ךְ ל וא אַ֖ בִי֙ הִ֔
ה׃  י לְאִשָּֽׁ י וַתְּהִי־לִ֖ ית  13בַת־אִמִּ֑ י אֱלֹהִים֮ מִבֵּ֣ ר הִתְע֣וּ אֹתִ֗ י כַּאֲשֶׁ֧ וַיְהִ֞

ר  ל כָּל־הַמָּקוֹם֙ אֲשֶׁ֣ י אֶ֤ י עִמָּדִ֑ ר תַּעֲשִׂ֖ ךְ אֲשֶׁ֥ הּ זֶה֣ חַסְדֵּ֔ ר לָ֔ אָבִי֒ וָאֹמַ֣
י הֽוּא י אָחִ֥ מָּה אִמְרִי־לִ֖ ׃נָב֣וֹא שָׁ֔  

Vocabulary 
Verse 10 
 ”name: “Abimelech  אבימלך 
Verse 11 
 ”adverb: “surely  רק 

 noun (construct singular): “fear, reverence” (BDB, 432)  יראה 

 ”verb (Qal perfect 3cpl with 1cs suffix): “kill  הרג 
Verse 12 
 truly, indeed” (BDB, 53)“  אמנה 

 ”noun (with 1cs suffix): “sister  אחות 
Verse 13 
 verb (Hiphil perfect 3mp): “cause to wander” (BDB, 1073)  תעה 

Syntax & Misc. 
Verse 10 

• Sentence Typology 1 (ם לֶךְ אֶל־אַבְרָהָ֑ אמֶר אֲבִימֶ֖ ֹ֥  V-S-IO-O :(וַיּ
o The object is direct speech. 

• Embedded Typology 1 (ָית ה רָאִ֔  O-V :(מָ֣

o מָה is used as an interrogative—“what?” 

o The intended connotation of ראה may be that of perception and not mere 
sight. 

• Embedded Typology 2 (ר הַזֶּֽה יתָ אֶת־הַדָּבָ֥ י עָשִׂ֖  V-O :(כִּ֥

o The particle, כִּי, can function as a causation marker or to identify purpose, 
“that” (cf. GKC 166b). 

o The demonstrative modifies the nominal as an adjective with equivalent 
gender, number and definiteness. 

Verse 11 
• Sentence Typology 1 (ם אמֶר֙ אַבְרָהָ֔ ֹ֙  V-S-O :(וַיּ

o The object is direct speech. 
o The implied indirect object is Abimelech. 
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• Embedded Typology 1 (רְתִּי י אָמַ֗  V-O :(כִּ֣

• Embedded Typology A ( ים בַּמָּק֖וֹם ת אֱלֹהִ֔ ק אֵין־יִרְאַ֣ הַזֶּ֑ה רַ֚ ): M-P 
o This clause represents the second level of discourse (“he said that I 

said…”). 
o See GKC 153 for more information on the particle רַק. 

o The negative existence marker, אין, designates the predicate. 

• Embedded Typology B (י ר אִשְׁתִּֽ  V-O-M :(וַהֲרָג֖וּנִי עַל־דְּבַ֥

o The waw, וַהֲרָג֖וּנִי, connotes result, i.e. “therefore (GKC 112x). 

o In this context the preposition, עַל, means “on account of.” 

o The noun, דְּבַר, is in construct (reduction of first syllable vowel from 

qames to shewa) with the following noun, אשׁתי “my wife.” 
Verse 12 

• Sentence Typology 1 (וא י בַת־אָבִי֙ הִ֔ ה אֲחֹתִ֤  M-SC-S :(וְגַם־אָמְנָ֗

o The construct phrase, בת־אבי, is in apposition to אחתי “my sister.” 

• Sentence Typology 2 ( ךְ  יאַ֖ א בַת־אִמִּ֑ ֹ֣ ל ): [S]-M-SC 

o The particle, אך, is restrictive—“yet.” 

o The pronoun הִוא is gapped (i.e. implied) in this clause. 

• Sentence Typology 3 (ה י לְאִשָּֽׁ  P-[S] :(וַתְּהִי־לִ֖
o The first lamed is a lamed ascriptionis; the second is a lamed 

revaluationis (cf. Jenni, E., Die hebräischen Präpositionen. Band 3: Die 
Präposition Lamed [Stuttgart/Berlin: Kohlhammer, 2000]). 

Verse 13 
• Sentence Typology 1 (ר י כַּאֲשֶׁ֧  V :(וַיְהִ֞

o This construct/sequencing designates a temporal clause—“and it 
happened when…” (GKC 111g). 

• Sentence Typology 2 ( ית אָבִי֒ י אֱלֹהִים֮ מִבֵּ֣  V-O-S-M :(הִתְע֣וּ אֹתִ֗

o The noun, אלהים, sometimes takes a plural verb (GKC 145i). 

• Sentence Typology 3 ( ךְ אֲ הּ זֶה֣ חַסְדֵּ֔ ר לָ֔ ל כָּל־הַמָּקוֹם֙ וָאֹמַ֣ י אֶ֤ י עִמָּדִ֑ ר תַּעֲשִׂ֖ שֶׁ֥
י הֽוּא י אָחִ֥ מָּה אִמְרִי־לִ֖ ר נָב֣וֹא שָׁ֔  V-IO-O :(אֲשֶׁ֣

o The 1cs imperfect verb is sequenced with a waw—“that”—expressing a 
fact. 

o The object is direct speech. 
• Embedded Typology 1 (ְך  S-P :(זֶה֣ חַסְדֵּ֔

o This clause is a verbless clause. 
• Embedded Typology 2 (י י עִמָּדִ֑ ר תַּעֲשִׂ֖  O-V-M :(אֲשֶׁ֥

• Embedded Typology 3 ( ל כָּל־הַמָּקוֹם֙  מָּהאֶ֤ ר נָב֣וֹא שָׁ֔ י הֽוּא אֲשֶׁ֣ י אָחִ֥ אִמְרִי־לִ֖ ): 
M-V-O 
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o The clause, ֙ל כָּל־הַמָּקוֹם  seems to mean “in the whole place” and not ,אֶ֤
“every place” (GKC 127e). 

o The lamed, י  follows a verbum dicendi meaning “in reference to” (GKC ,לִ֖
119t). 

o The object is direct speech. 
• Embedded Typology A (מָּה ר נָב֣וֹא שָׁ֔  V-M :(אֲשֶׁ֣

o The final he, מָּה  .is a directive he ,שָׁ֔

• Embedded Typology B (י הֽוּא  P-S :(אָחִ֥
 



Genesis 20:14-18 

ם וַיָּשֶׁ֣ב ל֔וֹ  ן לְאַבְרָהָ֑ ת וַיִּתֵּ֖ ר וַעֲבָדִים֙ וּשְׁפָחֹ֔ אן וּבָקָ֗ ֹ֣ לֶךְ צ ח אֲבִימֶ֜ וַיִּקַּ֨
ה אִשְׁתּֽוֹ׃  ת שָׂרָ֥ י לְפָנֶ֑יךָ בַּטּ֥וֹב בְּעֵינֶ֖יךָ  15אֵ֖ לֶךְ הִנֵּ֥ה אַרְצִ֖ אמֶר אֲבִימֶ֔ ֹ֣ וַיּ

ב׃  תִּי אֶ֤ 16שֵֽׁ ה נָתַ֜ ר הִנֵּ֨ ה אָמַ֗ יךְ הִנֵּ֤ה הוּא־לָךְ֙ וּלְשָׂרָ֣ סֶף֙ לְאָחִ֔ לֶף כֶּ֙
חַת׃  ל וְנֹכָֽ ת כֹּ֖ ךְ וְאֵ֥ ר אִתָּ֑ ל אֲשֶׁ֣ יִם לְכֹ֖ ם  17כְּס֣וּת עֵינַ֔ ל אַבְרָהָ֖ וַיִּתְפַּלֵּ֥

יו  לֶךְ וְאֶת־אִשְׁתּ֛וֹ וְאַמְהֹתָ֖ ים אֶת־אֲבִימֶ֧ א אֱלֹהִ֜ ים וַיִּרְפָּ֨ אֶל־הָאֱלֹהִ֑
דוּ׃  ר 18וַיֵּלֵֽ י־עָצֹ֤ ר כִּֽ לֶךְ עַל־דְּבַ֥ ית אֲבִימֶ֑ חֶם לְבֵ֣ ד כָּל־רֶ֖ ה בְּעַ֥  עָצַר֙ יְהוָ֔

ם׃  שֶׁת אַבְרָהָֽ ה אֵ֥ סשָׂרָ֖  
Vocabulary 

Verse 14 
 ”name: “Abimelech  אבימלך 

 ”noun: “cattle  בקר 

 ”noun: “maidservant  שׁפחה 
Verse 16 
 noun: “covering” (BDB, 492)  כסות 

 ”verb (Niphal participle* fs): “decide, judge  יכח 
Verse 17 
 ”verb (Hithpael waw-consecutive imperfect 3ms): “intercede  פלל 

 ”verb: “heal  רפא 

 ”noun: “maidservant  אמה 
Verse 18 
 verb: “shut up” (BDB, 783)  עצר 

 womb” (BDB, 933)“  רחם 
Syntax & Misc. 

Verse 14 
• Sentence Typology 1 (ת ר וַעֲבָדִים֙ וּשְׁפָחֹ֔ אן וּבָקָ֗ ֹ֣ לֶךְ צ ח אֲבִימֶ֜  V-S-O :(וַיִּקַּ֨

o The compound object clause includes four elements joined by waw. 
• Sentence Typology 2 (ם ן לְאַבְרָהָ֑  V-IO-[O] :(וַיִּתֵּ֖

o The implied object is the same as the compound object in the previous 
clause. 

• Sentence Typology 3 (ֹה אִשְׁתּֽו ת שָׂרָ֥  V-IO-O :(וַיָּשֶׁ֣ב ל֔וֹ אֵ֖

o The final word, ֹאִשְׁתּֽו, is in apposition to the proper name, ה  ”.Sarah“ שָׂרָ֥
Verse 15 

• Sentence Typology 1 ( י לְפָנֶ֑יךָ לֶךְ הִנֵּ֥ה אַרְצִ֖ אמֶר אֲבִימֶ֔ ֹ֣ בוַיּ -V-S :( בַּטּ֥וֹב בְּעֵינֶ֖יךָ שֵֽׁ
O 
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o The object is direct speech. 
• Embedded Typology 1 (ָי לְפָנֶ֑יך  M-S-P :(הִנֵּ֥ה אַרְצִ֖

o The verbless clause, “My land is before you,” uses an idiom to express 
possession. 

• Embedded Typology 2 (ב  M-V :(בַּטּ֥וֹב בְּעֵינֶ֖יךָ שֵֽׁ
o The asyndetic construction epexegetically explains the previous clause. 
o The verb, ישׁב “dwell,” sequenced with ְּב preposition marks a location. 

Verse 16 
• Sentence Typology 1 ( יךְ הִנֵּ֤ה הוּ סֶף֙ לְאָחִ֔ לֶף כֶּ֙ תִּי אֶ֤ ה נָתַ֜ ר הִנֵּ֨ ה אָמַ֗ א־לָךְ֙ וּלְשָׂרָ֣
חַת ל וְנֹכָֽ ת כֹּ֖ ךְ וְאֵ֥ ר אִתָּ֑ ל אֲשֶׁ֣ יִם לְכֹ֖  IO-V-O :(כְּס֣וּת עֵינַ֔

o The implied subject, Abimelech, continues from the previous verse. 
o The object is direct speech. 

• Embedded Typology 1 (ְיך סֶף֙ לְאָחִ֔ לֶף כֶּ֙ תִּי אֶ֤ ה נָתַ֜  M-V-O-IO :(הִנֵּ֨

o The phrase, ֙סֶף לֶף כֶּ֙  omits the exact measurement, i.e. shekels (GKC ,אֶ֤
134n). 

• Embedded Typology 2 (ְך ר אִתָּ֑ ל אֲשֶׁ֣ יִם לְכֹ֖  M-S-P :(הִנֵּ֤ה הוּא־לָךְ֙ כְּס֣וּת עֵינַ֔
o The clause is a verbless clause. 
o The meaning of יִם  is dubious; yet it implies protection or כְּס֣וּת עֵינַ֔

vindication. 
• Embedded Typology A (ְך ר אִתָּ֑  S-P :(אֲשֶׁ֣

o The relative clause is verbless. 
• Embedded Typology 3 (חַת ל וְנֹכָֽ ת כֹּ֖  :(וְאֵ֥

o The particle, אֵת, is serving as the preposition—“with.” 

o Some read the verbal as a Perfect 2fs, ְּוְנֹכַחַת “and thou art set right, 
righted, justified” (cf. BDB 407; GKC 116s). 

Verse 17 
• Sentence Typology 1 (ים ם אֶל־הָאֱלֹהִ֑ ל אַבְרָהָ֖  V-S-M :(וַיִּתְפַּלֵּ֥

• Sentence Typology 2 ( לֶךְ וְאֶת־אִשְׁתּ֛וֹ וְאַמְהֹתָ֖ ים אֶת־אֲבִימֶ֧ א אֱלֹהִ֜ יווַיִּרְפָּ֨ ): V-S-O 
o The direct object marker follows each of the first three elements of the 

compound object; however, the final element does not include אֵת.  This 
deletion may be explained by grouping the final two elements together 
יו)  .or by euphony (אִשְׁתּ֛וֹ וְאַמְהֹתָ֖

• Sentence Typology 3 (ּדו  V :(וַיֵּלֵֽ
Verse 18 

• Sentence Typology 1 ( ר לֶךְ עַל־דְּבַ֥ ית אֲבִימֶ֑ חֶם לְבֵ֣ ד כָּל־רֶ֖ ה בְּעַ֥ ר עָצַר֙ יְהוָ֔ י־עָצֹ֤ כִּֽ
ם שֶׁת אַבְרָהָֽ ה אֵ֥  M-V-S-O :(שָׂרָ֖

o The infinitive absolute used with a verb of the same root is used to 
intensify the verbal idea (GKC 113n). 
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o בעד is used idiomatically of shutting something. 

o The final noun clause, ם שֶׁת אַבְרָהָֽ  ,is in apposition to the proper name ,אֵ֥

ה  .שָׂרָ֖
 


