Genesis 17:1-8
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Vocabulary
Verse 1l

D'YWN cardinal number: “ninety”
YW cardinal number: “nine”

"TW “Almighty” (BDB, 994)
Syntax & Miscellaneous

e The idiomatic way to describe the age of an individual is to say that he was “a son
of x years.”

e For more on the appellation, T YR, see HALOT entry under T,
e The clause, "I'W 5§"J_§, is a verbless clause with the typology S-P.
e The verb, 1777), is a Qal imperfect ms from 7°17.

e The last word, D0, can have the literal meaning of “complete” (Leviticus

25:30) and “whole, that is “without blemish” (Exodus 12:5; Leviticus 1:3, 10, etc.),
or a figurative connotation of “blameless” (Genesis 6:9).

Vocabulary

Verse 2
NIDRXR verb (Qal cohortative 1cs): “I shall make/establish”
Verse 4
11217 noun: “great number, multitude”
Verse 5
DANARKR name: “Abraham”
Verse 6
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118 verb: “be fruitful” (BDB, 826)
Verse 7
7T noun: “generation”
Verse 8
D131 noun: “sojourning” (BDB, 158)
JP1D name: “Canaan”

TR noun: “possession”
Syntax & Misc.

Verse 2
e Theidiom, 7123 °J°3, repeats [’ with the second element—“between me and
(between) you.”
e Notice that the verb used with "33 “covenant” is {3 “establish” and not N2

“cut” as in Genesis 15:18. In general, N2 N72 is used to initiate a covenant (cf.
Genesis 15:18; Exodus 34:10, 34:27; Joshua 24:25; Deuteronomy 5:2, 5:3, 28:69,
20:13, 24; 1 Kings 5:26; 2 Kings 11:17, 17:35, 38, 23:3; 2 Chronicles 21:7, 23:3, 16,
20:10, 34:30; Ezra 10:3; Nehemiah 9:8; Psalm 50:5, 89:4; Isaiah 55:3, 61:8;
Jeremiah 11:10, 31:31, 32, 33, 32:40, 34:13; Ezekiel 34:25, 37:26; Hosea 2:20).
The (re)establishment of a covenant uses N33 DI (Genesis 6:18, 9:9, 11, 17,

17:7, 19, 21; Exodus 6:4; Ezekiel 16:60, 62) or elsewhere for confirmation (N1

N1 (Genesis 17:2; Leviticus 26:9; Numbers 25:12; Deuteronomy 8:18).

e The superlative in Hebrew is not marked morphologically but semantically with
repetition, thus the expression TR TRM means “exceedingly much” (Genesis
7:19, 17:2, 6, 20, 30:43; Exodus 1:7; Numbers 14:7; 1 Kings 7:47; 2 Kings 10:4;
Ezekiel 9:9, 16:13, 37:10).

e The second clause demonstrates the means by which the covenant is established.
Thus, the waw is used instrumentally “in that,” that is the proof by which

covenant is established is the multiplication of Abram’s seed.
Verse 4

e The phrase, DI’J'J ﬁ?}DQ tht?, is a three member construct phrase.

e The fronted "IR is difficult to understand syntactically. The English translations
either ignore it (RSV, ESV, NLT) or make it adverbial “as for me” (KJV, NRS,
NIV, NAS, JPS). The LXX (€yw iouU | S1a0Akn pov petd ool) duplicates the MT
to the point of ambiguity with regard to the Greek syntax. The Targums present a
plausible solution by gapping the verbal concept from the first clause of verse 2

(TR 1P 3 R KRIR “I, behold, have confirmed my covenant with you”),

and not treating it as a verbless clause.
Verse 5

e The naming formula usually contains the meaning or reason for the name in
clause marked by the preposition 2.
Verse 6
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e See the semantically and grammatically similar clause in verse 2— fl’ﬂTN N3N

TR TR,
Verse 7
e Concerning the first clause, U I’iﬂ ?[J;’;lﬂ 3 ’Iﬁﬁ;’ﬂt} ’zﬁbpm, see notes
on verse 2.

e Other references to Diziy ﬂ’j:b include: Genesis 9:12, 16, 17:7, 13, 19; Exodus
31:16; Leviticus 24:8; Numbers 18:19, 25:13; Joshua 4:7; 2 Samuel 23:5; 1
Chronicles 16:17; Job 40:28; Psalm 105:10; Isaiah 24:5, 55:3, 61:8; Jeremiah
32:40, 50:5; Ezekiel 16:60, 37:26.

e Covenant language expanded D’n‘m‘p »;[5 m‘gab: the infinitive construct
assumes the aspect (imperfective) and person (first) from the previous finite
verb. Notice the expansion of this promise to include also T INN f[lﬁﬁ]

Verse 8

e The construct phrase, DEW NINK, demonstrates the attributive relationship.

e The combination of two direct object phrases without waw indicates apposition,
BJJD P7§'5Q nR ?[’WJD PR | DR “the land of your sojourning, [that is] all the
land of Canaan.”
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Vocabulary
Verse 9
T noun: “generation”
Syntax & Miscellaneous
e The phrase, Dlj'l"r? TIOR TN AR, is an example of left dislocation (the
placing of a grammatical element to the left of the clause to highlight its
importance).

e The repetition of the promise of seed (7"INON TYAT) is very important in the
broader context of Genesis 17.
Vocabulary

Verse 10
91 verb (Niphal infinitive absolute): “be circumcised” (BDB, 557)
Verse 11
551 verb (Niphal waw-consecutive perfect 2mpl): “be circumcised” (BDB, 576)

ﬂle}J noun: “(flesh of) foreskin” (BDB, 790)
Verse 12
NINW cardinal number (construct): “eight”

DI verb: “be circumcised” (BDB, 557)
T adjective: “born” (BDB, 409)
11PN noun: “possession” (BDB, 889)

921 noun: “foreigner” (BDB, 648)
Verse 13
DI verb: “be circumcised” (BDB, 557)

T adjective: “born” (BDB, 409)
11PN noun: “possession” (BDB, 889)
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Verse 14
513] noun: “uncircumcised” (BDB, 790)

92T “male”

511 verb: “be circumcised” (BDB, 557)
nSw noun: “foreskin” (BDB, 790)
DY noun: “kinsman” (BDB, 769)

978 verb (Hiphil perfect 3ms pausal form [Numbers 15:31; GKC 29]): “break”

(BDB, 830)
Syntax & Misc.

Verse 10
e The first two words make up a verbless clause with typology S-P.

e The referent of the initial demonstrative NNT is the final clause, 035 5i?;3fl
"0192.

Verse lllT T
e See Genesis 9:13 for ﬂ"l: niN.
Verse 12
e Theclause, R U &Y WK 123712 591 Hod-nipm ma 17 isa
verbless clause with a compound glossary(predlcate) and typology P-S. The
basic sentence is compound predicate (ﬂDD'an n*n 'l'"?’) and subject (R377).

e The referent of X317 is ]3.
e The ] prepositions, TV & 530 are partitive “from out of” or “from part of.”
Verse 13
e The sequencing of infinitive absolute and finite verb, 51{;3'_' | z?ipn, indicates the
idea of “shall surely be circumcised.”
e The subject of the 3fs verb NI1’1 is the feminine singular noun N*31.

Verse 14
e The initial waw is disjunctive (waw + non-verb).

e The final clause (7277 "*12 NR) contains the predicate for the entire verse. The
“subject” is found in the rest of the verse ( W2 NN "71'?37'&'? YR 07 | '7]}3
TRV KD WO NN IN7W).
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Vocabulary
Verse 15
"MW name: “Sarai”
1Y name: “Sarah”
Syntax & Miscellaneous
e When adding pronominal suffixes to WY, the root word takes the construct

form NWR (3ms suffix: Genesis 3:20; 2ms suffix: Genesis 3:17; 1cs: Genesis
20:11).

e The second word, TRWR, is in ::glossary(apposition):: to the name, MW.

e The naming formula uses a "2 clause to designate the reason for the name. In
this case it is a verbless class, nnw ‘hw 2.

Vocabulary
Verse 16

773 verb (Piel waw-consecutive perfect 1cs): “bless”
AN prepositional phrase (JA + 3fs suffix): “from her”
Verse 17
PTX verb: “laugh” (BDB, 850)
XN number: “one hundred”
D'YWN number: “ninety”
Verse 18
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Y enclitic: “if only, oh that” (BDB, 530)

S5RYNY name: “Ishmael”
Verse 19
53R “nay, but” (BDB, 6)

PTXY name: “Isaac”
Verse 20
118 verb (Hiphil waw-consecutive perfect 1cs): “make fruitful” (BDB, 826)
DRI noun (mpl): “princes”
Verse 21
TFYIN “time”
Verse 22
192 verb: “finish”
Syntax & Misc.

Verse 16
e Notice that the prepositional phrase (“from her”) is moved forward in the clause
(placed prominently after the verb) emphasizing Sarah’s blessing.

e The lamed is transformative: D?U? oo
e The lack of a ::glossary(copula,copulative):: connecting the final clause ( ’p'?D
177 13113 0'AY) to the previous, also known as ::glossary(asyndeton)::,

indicates an ::glossary(epexegesis,epexegetical):: comment.
Verse 17

e See Genesis 18:12-15 for Sarah'’s reaction of laughter PTIX.
e The first word of the quotation, ]2'77! is made up of the interrogative he,
preposition lamed and 2.
 Notice the expressions of age W 1INRM 12 “son of X years” and 0'YWN N3
1YW “daughter of X years.”
Verse 18
e Theverbis 7'M “live” and not 7 “be.”
Verse 19
e See Genesis 17:2 for a description of the different verbs used with N2 and for
more information on D'ZW A
Verse 20
e Compare TR TRAI AR T1A771 10K TPID7] with verse 2.
e Numbers usually come before the nouns they modify, b&’im WYTDIY “twelve
princes.”
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e The final clauses ('71'[) ’1}? ikt 75 bwwx WL OIY TRN) are
:.glossary(asyndeton,asyndetic)::, thus ::glossary(epexegesis,epexegetical)::
explaining how Ishmael will be blessed.

Verse 21
e The initial waw is disjunction “but” (waw + non-verb).

e The idiomatic expression, NININR HQWD means “next year.”
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Vocabulary
Verse 23

T adjective: “born” (BDB, 409)

13PN noun: “possession” (BDB, 889)

92T “male”

91 verb (Qal waw-consecutive imperfect 3ms): “circumcise” (BDB, 557)
ﬂle}J noun (with 3mpl suffix): “(flesh of) foreskin” (BDB, 790)

DXy “self”
Syntax & Miscellaneous
e Theverb l'lP'? acts like a first nun (I — 1) verb, hence the dagesh in the .

e The adjective, 7’5’, is used in the construct phrase as a substantival.

e The beth preposition, "(ZJJND can mean “among.”
e The common idiom, ﬂTﬂ DijU DRiJ:l means “on that same day” (cf. Genesis 7:13,

17:23, 26; Exodus 12:17, 12:41, 51; Leviticus 23:21, 28, 29, 30; Deuteronomy 32:48;
Joshua 5:11).

Vocabulary
Verse 24

D'YWN number: “ninety”
YWD number: “nine”

91 verb (Niphal infinitive construct with 3ms suffix): “be circumcise” (BDB,
557)
n'v-zy noun: “foreskin” (BDB, 790)
Verse 25
91 verb (Niphal perfect 3ms): “be circumcise” (BDB, 557)

ﬂ5ﬁ}7 noun: “foreskin” (BDB, 790)
Verse 26
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DI verb: “be circumcise” (BDB, 557)
Verse 27
5" noun: “born” (BDB, 409)

13PN noun: “possession” (BDB, 889)
921 noun: “foreigner” (BDB, 648)

591 verb: “be circumcise” (BDB, 557)
Syntax & Misc.

Verse 24
e The age formula, JW YWD D'WWNT]3 “a son of X years,” is used.
Verse 25
e The beth preposition, m‘m w2 15Dﬂ3 is marking a temporal clause “when.”
e The Niphal infinitive construct with 3ms suffix is reflexive, “circumcised
himself.”



