Exodus 3:1-5
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Vocabulary
Versel
1NN name: “Jethro”
DN “father-in-law” (BDB, 368)
171 name (of place): “Midian”
211 verb: “drive” (BDB, 624)
13271 name (of place): “Horeb”

Syntax & Miscellaneous
e The first clause uses a periphrastic verbal construction (GKC 116 r).

e The bound phrase, [>T 1712, is in apposition to the proper noun, Jethro.

e The apposition in this clause is abnormal. Typically, the place name is given first
followed by the descriptive phrase (e.g. D’ﬂ%&ﬂ a0 ﬂ;jh); however, it is
reversed in this example, 71271 D’ﬁ")g{a mhl

e Notice how the narrative is continued utilizing the waw-consecutive imperfect
forms and the same subject, Moses.

Vocabulary

Verse 2

125 noun: “flame” (BDB, 529)

130 “thorn bush (blackberry bush)” (BDB, 702)
Verse 3

MO verb: “turn aside”
Verse 5

D971 “here, hither” (BDB, 240)

51 verb (Qal imperative): “draw off” (BDB, 675)
51 “sandal” (BDB, 653)
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Syntax & Misc.

Verse 2
 Notice the slight morphological variance between X771 (Niphal) and 873 (Qal).

e The periphrastic construction with beth preposition, WNZ A3 “[was] burning

with fire,” is found elsewhere in the Pentateuch (Deut. 4:11; 5:23; 9:15).
Verse 5

e The prefix form with the negative, 3191;1"78, is jussive (GKC 109 c).
e The final clause, 8171 WIPNATR, is a verbless clause of the form P—S.



